A THE SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL CAMP DIRECTORS

An address at the Founding Banquet on May 21, 1969 at Rosedale Golf Club, Toronto
by J. Harry Ebbs, M.D., F.R.C.P.

Mr. Chairman and Ladies and Gentlemen:

1+ is a great honour for me o be asked to address you on this occasion
when we gather to celebrate the founding of a new society. Some of you know that
there have been abortive attempts to start such a movement in the past. Several
years ago, after consulting members of the Ontario Camping Association and the
Canadian Camping Association, | was encouraged to explore the possibility of a Society
of Camp Directors, which might become a professional organization similar to the
societies of other professions. Unfortunately it was somewhat premature, since the
Camping Associations were involved in organizational problems at that time and feared
that a special group might cause a division within the ranks of their own association.
This was also the case in the American Camping Association.

Many have asked, and | know you have, why there should be a Socliety of
Professional Camp Directors. 11 is my opinion that camping has similar interests
to many of the professions, and that properly qualified and experlienced camp directors
can be classed with teachers, zoologists, foresters, minerclogists, geologists,
engineers, psychologists, sociologists, physicians, efc., whose professions bring
them Into contact with many of the areas of camping.

I+ is difficult for some people to understand that a person who is highly
qualified and working in camp directing, is following a pursuit which can be called
profassional . Naturally, the occupation is somewhat different to that of other

professional people, because camping is different —- 1% is a "way oflife?, which
in many respects is different to everyday living., 1T is usual ly asscciated with
the out-cf-doors, involving a degree of adventure. |t is associated with a refurn

to nature, a healthy form of living, a different form of physical activity, ang in
our case, group |iving for youth. There are many different disciplines or professions
that are interested in this camping movement which has been going on for more than

70 years and which, from the beginning, has been largely associated with youth.

How did it all start? | am not going to try to trace its history, but
| am sure that everyone here is aware that in this part of the world, Cochrane,
Statten, Chapman, Piewman, Danson, and others in boys' camping and Mary Edgar,
Mary Hamilton, Fanny Case, and Ferna Hailiday and Ethel Statten among others, started
girls' camping. They all began in a modest way and through sheer work, drive, ded-
ication, inspiration, and a tot of luck, advanced children's camping to the level
that it enjoys in Canada today. They developed what | like to call the “art” of
camping. They practiced this art, it is true, partially by triai and error, but
graduatly they demonstrated a way of {ife which proved Increasingly popular and was
accepted generally as something good and beneficial. So the art of camp directing
developed through skilis in organization, inspired leadership, and a vision. Thay did
not have much background knowledge to furn to. They created knowledge by trying out
programmes app!icable to the needs of youth and upon this foundation gradualiy drew
from other disciplines as weli as from ftheir own skills and know | edge which enriched
their own experience.
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At the beginning of this century, we began the period of so-called modern
science which started with the discovery of x-ray. electrons, radio-activity,etc.
This created a new world characterized by speed, atomic energy, shrinking distances,
and many other things which we are now beginning to accept as common place. Our
world has changed and we are in the struggle to try to keep up with all the new
knowledge, something at which even the computers are not yet completely successful .

What about the other side of living? What about the human being who has
to adjust to a changing physical world? This is where, | think, that camping can

still play 2 big part; that is, in the area of the social sciences and their
application to camping, and along with their importance in living in this new
world. Knowledge in this field is hard to come by - it is slow - it deals with

people not animais or material in a test tube, such as one finds in basic science.
How much of the science of living is part of camping? | think that it is a large
part, and that it is here that camping can emerge as a force by producing new
knowledge - by making a professional approach to the practice of camping through
the social sciences as well as through the physical sciences.

There are two types of research: theoretical or basic research and apptied
research. A profession is professing to know significant subject matter backed.up
by scientific facts. To begin with, you have an hypothesis with possible true
facts which have to be tested before being accepted. You can have a theory about
something in camping, which is more definite but it also must be tested. If
enough theories about camping are found to be true, then you have a body of know-
ledge. In a paper by Mendryk of the University of Alberta, he pointed out that
if you do research and prove beyond reasghable doubt that a theory is true and if
this is generally accepted, then you can call it a law. And so as a fleld of
know ledge becomes enlarged, it becomes known and accepted and it guides its
practioners. As a result, we have the foundations for a profession. Many other
professions and disciplines share some of the body of knowledge about camping.
They have put it together with other related knowledge as the backaround for their
own profession.

The camper belongs to many pecple and to a variety ot disciplines. This
makes it important that camp directors become inter-disciplinary in their approach
in order that they can understand and exchange information with other professions
who have knowledge, interest and involvement in camping. In this way, we can
develop mutual respect but even more important is the feeling of freedom to mix,
t+o associate and to share in the development of one's profession.

A good example of this is in the sociclogy of leisure and recreation
which encompasses outdoor education and something with which camping would be
very much concerned. After all, school camping is an off-shoot of outdoor education
which has always been practised in summer camps. | think, that camping is still
the backbone of outdoor education. We should continue to study our contribution and
approach to this important and growing field. There is no reason why professional
camp directors cannot give direction and leadership to the outdoor education
movement.

In the early organization of a professional society it is necessary tfo
motivate its members to continue to learn through research, through the infer«
pretation and application of the research of others. Keeping up to date can be
accomplished in advanced courses or special sessions within the society itself.
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Most important of all is the stimulation of each other to bring forward problems,
to look for unsolved questions and to, wherever possible, initiate research.

Every profession has a form of discipline which is sometimes spelled out
in a statement of ethics, but which usually need not be written, since it becomes
an inner force within the total and the individual membership. it probably stems
from a feeling of pride on the part of the individual as a member of a professional
society, which guards jealously its reputation in the eyes of the outside world
and strives constantly to keep the profession reaching for higher leveis of
excel lence.

This new society of Professional Camp Directors is, | believe, the first

in North America. | am sure that it will be watched with great interest by many
persons. Some will be eagar to join, because it should raise camping to a new
level of professional development. It wil! be necessary fo esfablish, review

and up-grade standards quite frequentty. The founding members will be charged with
the responsibility of guarding its membership to ensure that it will continue

to command respect. |ts continued success will depend upon our ability tfo

encourage young people to become qualified for admission. This can only come
about through inspiring pofentially good camp directors to engage in pursuits
which will qualify them for admission. We must develop such persons, acting as
their sponsors and introducing them to our meetings in order fo give papers

or take part in our discussions. Only in this way can the total membership
assess them and decide whether they meet the qualifications and standards which
are expected in our Society.

Finally, we have a great opportunity to do something which others have
not dared to do. The next few years will determine whether or not we are ready
to become a profession, to think and act as professional people, and o make a
significant confribution to one of the most important forces in our present
society, namely, the development of youth through camping education. As b look
at the membership in attendance tonight, ! am conscious of the tremendous
experience in camp directing which it represents. It has a solid foundation.
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