ACCIDENT SURVEY CONCLUSIONS

The Owner-Directors of eight camps participated in composing a basie,
simple accident questiomnaire. The term 'accident' was defined as one in-
volving nurse or doctor and restricting patient in any way from full activity
for at least two days. The questionnaire was so simple and basic that the
sex and age of the accident victim was omitted unintentionally. Cne camp did
include this information.

Types of camps are as follows:

airle - 3
Boya - 1
Co~ad « 3
Boys &
Girls- - 1
not co-ed
TOTALs 8

4 total of 39 accidents were described - 22 in July; 17 in Auguet. Up to
1,577 campers attend these camps.

One girls' camp had not one accident that fitted the definition., Only &4
accidents, 2 at each of the other 2 girls' camps are recorded. The only
accident at the boy-girl (non co-ed) camp was to a staff member,

Thirty four accidents happened at four camps., Where the boys are is
where the great majority of accidents are,

Rough play, rambunctious behaviour and little regard for caution are
more often than not the cause,

Cuts were the most numerous -~ l&, Sprains were next in order of frequency-
93 fractures - 5; serious bruises - 3; severe blows -~ 3; and 1 each of bumn
(2nd & 3rd degree); joint shift; puncture and pulled ligaments.

Exactly 1/3 of the accidents were in free time , 2/3 during activity.

1/3 of the accidents were listed as avoidsble; 2/3 unavoidable,

Perhaps the most unique was - a punch in the mouth by one 10 year old
boy to another, over the possession of a basketball. Two teeth were knocked

out. The teeth were placed in ice-water and, along with the camper, rushed
to Toronto, where three dental surgeons reset them.



Page 2

quotes from each of two letters follow:

" The other hospital visits were for runny noses, migraine headache,
asthma, and rash. The usual run of the mill things but not considered under
the category of accidents.”

"The accident forms did not cover one particular situation we experienced
this year (1976) which I believe should be a vital concern to everyone in
camping if they are not aware of it. In July we had an eleven year cld boy
who was allergic to peanuts. He ate one peanut in a chocolat brownie, Within
twenty minutes he was in severe shock, losing pulse and very blue in colour,
despite the use of his allergy medicine and his pills, Fortunately we have
a doctor on staff and he administered adrenalin. Two more doses of adrenalin
were necessary on the way to the hospital twenty miles away. sesses.s The boy
was fine within an hour of entry to hospital and re-entered camp activities
within 24 hours.

Seweral concernsi
1. Many camps do not have a doctor

2. 1s adrenalin available to all camps, especially those without
a doctor.

3. Allergies are so common on our health forms that they can
sometimes be taken lightly.

L, Severe reactions to an allergy presuppose the possibility of
doing A.R. as the system is too conjested- adrenalin and intra-
venous must be used,

As said, the case does not fit into our accident report, but I do
believe it should be a concern. Bee stings can result in the same situation.

Ag a result of our experience we now stock a bee sting kit which a lay
person may use in administering a small dose of adrenalin. If the doctor had
been out for an hour, or the allergic reaction occured on a cance trip, we
would have lost a camper!"
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Jourriey to Kanawa

There is speculation that the word Kanawa travelled far. It has been
identified in the Amur River valley in Mongolia and was adapted with siight
adjustments in sound and inflection by the Spaniards who encountered the
term from the Carib Indians in the faraway Caribbean Sea. Probably then,
as the bold adventurers from Asia pressed down the length of the North
American continent and beyond, they carried with them not only the descrip-
tive word but also the magnificent art of cance construction and decoration.

A further remarkable fact is that a canoe is built in the Kootenay Lakes

district by the Kutenai native people which replicates a design called the

!

sturgeon nose”which emerged from the distant valley mentioned above! Much
has been hypothesized regarding the migrations across thre Bering Straits,and
the canoe supports the thesis that it did indeed occur in the misty past.
Less reliable hypotheses can be developed regarding other influences on
the North American canoe and kayak. With the knowledge that the Malaysians
and Polynesians were extraordinary mariners, it is probable that those great
s€a-going people traversed the Pacific Ocean from Malaysia to Polynesia and
then beyohd. Either by accident or the desire to penetrate what was beyond,
those travellers of the deep may have arrived on the shores of the Americas.
Gradually they worked their way to the zone of the rain forests and the
great green giants of the west coast. And there were transplanted the dug-
out techniques as well as the attractive art forms that adorned those ma-
Jestic craft. This view would appear to refute the findings of modern
explorers but it is still a possibility. Although there is always the
possibility of coincidental invention, innovation, and creative art ex-
pression, there still persists the remarkable fact that somehow long ago,

a group of human beings Tanded on those western shores and began anew.
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Meanwhile on the east coast, the growing discoveries of frequent Viking
visitations raises the notion that east coast native craft in particular
could have been influenced by their early explorations. The Beothuk canoe
of Newfoundland for example reveals an arch along the upper gunwale which
has a striking resemblance to the Norse craft. Just as the Europeans
guickly recognized the advantages of the aboriginal North American craft
over their cumbersome long boats, so it is within reason to expect that
the native people at least reflected some influence from the seagoing water-
craft of the visitors.

In any case, ancient tribal traditions did control in part the design
of the North American hand propelled craft. This sometimes appeared to be
overwhelming and in fact, seemed to displace what might be considered a
utilitarian approach to their manufacture. The Kutenai is a very good
example. QOther influences were of course evident, For example, availability of
natural materials was a factor as well as the nature of the waterway to be
navigated. The purpose for which the craft was to be used further influ-
enced ths construction, size and shape. Some common applications were for
hunting, trapping, moving a family to avoid environmental depletion and
proceeding as war parties to do battle. These important factors as
well as other minor contributing influences on design resuited in a most
fascinating range of craft that evolved from man's early flirtation with
a floating object. That experimentation enabled him to move from one
situation to another with relative ease. To allow one's imagination to
reflect on the discovery of floating material that could support a per-

son is in itself worthy of record. .
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When one considers the advantages of hand propelied craft it is no small
wonder that those simple shells were so significant, especiaily on the North
American landscape. They were not difficult to make--materials were available
in every region where waterways were navigable., For the same reason , repairs
were accomplished with ease. The fact that propulsion was readily accompiished
and, in addition, the paddler faced in a forward direction added to the advan-
tages afforded by the cance or kayak. Because these craft could be portaged
into remote places and around hazardous areas, they were again highly valued
by their makers. 1t would be impossible to conceive a more practical or sim-
pler design than that contained in these marvellous products of the natural
world fashioned by extraordinary ingenuity. In fact no real improvement has
been made on ejther the canoe or kayak by modern technology; only in more
durable materials.

With the advent of the fur trade there emerged the great canoes that
traversed the long haul from Montreal to Edmonton. The huge 36' models or
“canots du ma?tre” could carry 8,000 1bs. of cargo and the companion "canots
du nords" ceuvld load more than half that amount. At Grand Portage trade goods
or furs were transferred from the larger craft over an eleven mile portage
to the canoes which carried on to penetrate the Canadian West to Edmonton.
Some of those hardy voyageurs were known to have carried four "pieces"” or
370 1bs. across that long obstacle in Lake Superior territory. No country
in the world can match that colourful, rugged transportation system which
existed for many decades.

Travellers of the Canadian wilderness, each in their own time, and for
their own special purpose, used the only medium that was gequine1y effective;

namely the canoce or kayak. The explorer, settler, surveyor, missicnary,






